Bunya Mts & District AmCom Inc.
News in Brief.
February 2014
From the Editor.
OK, we are now well into 2014, and so far it hasn't been the best of years, so we can
but hope and pray that things will get a lot better. We have a few things both on the go, and
proposed for this year for the club so please keep reading to catch up on all this.
Club meetings.
Saturday the 1st of February saw the first meetings for the club with a special
general meeting held to deal with a couple of proposed changes to the constitution, and
these were dealt with in a very amiable manner.
then we held the general meeting where we dealt with a rather full agenda. some of
these will be found later in the news.
The next meeting of the club will be held on Saturday the 3rd of May 2014 out at Jandowae,

The venue is still to be decided, it will be either in the park, or in the local scout hut, so stay
tuned for more details. Lunch and other details will be forthcoming.
Club Web Site.
Don't forget to check out the club web site, and if you have anything you wish to
contribute, please send to vk4bad@wia.org.au. The web address is
www.bunyaamcom.org.au or simply Google the club name and hey presto,,, you will find it.
We will be setting up a member profile on this site, so watch the space.
many thanks to Andy VK4TH for the great job he is doing to manage this site.
Foundation Licence Course & exams.
The dates for 2014 for the foundation licence course/exams are.
The 7th 8th June. 4th 5th October 2014. These will be held at the MYCNC complex in Dalby
unless otherwise advised. We have a few prospective candidates this year, but they were
not ready for the February event, so they are now working on the June event, so if you
know of anyone who you think would like to give it a try, please work on these dates.
Foundation licence manuals, (Your entry into Amateur Radio) are available if required.
give me ( Neil VK4NF) a call or Email and I will organize that. Just $20 to buy or $20 to hire
with $15 refundable on return of the book in good order.

. More Exam Questions.
A.
C.
2.
A.

1.
The term "Full Quieting" means.
a muted FM receiver. B. an FM received signal with no background noise.
your onlookers are staying very quiet.
D. an SSB HF band on a quiet night.
the device fitted in the circuit to make a high voltage capacitor in an electronic
device safe, after the unit has been switched off, is called.
A field coil. B.

A shunt resistor.

C.

A bleeder resistor.

Answers at the end of the rag.
PDF Creator - PDF4Free v3.0

D. a Diode

DON"T CHEAT!!!
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Noel's new Email address. vk4nlnoel@gmail.com
Noelie, might have to get you to send me an updated header.

ED.

CALENDAR FOR NOEL’S NUTTY CAMPERS AND INTER CLUB CAMPING EVENTS - 2014
.
May 2nd 3rd 4th 2014.
Clairview camp 150klms south of Mackay.
please contact Noel VK4NL for more info on this event, might be room to squeeze in a
couple more. but you will need to be quick
hop to it!!!!
March 28th 29th 30th 2014.
Kirkleigh Somerset Dam camp.
This camp is organised and run by the Bunya Mts & District AmCom Inc, so please contact
the club to find out all the nitty gritty details.
this is the 10th anniversary of our April camps and we recon that this weekend is close
enough to April, given that all weekends in April 2014 are either long weekends or school
holidays. So don't miss this one, yes the info is out an about, so if you are interested in
this event and you have not received or found any info, please make contact and I will send
you the guff. we have about 30 booked in for the weekend with a few day visitors as I write,
so this weekend is looking good. You have about 4 weeks to book, so don't miss out.
The details of meals raffles etc will be mailed out in the near future,
so stay tuned.
Can you please mark off these dates in your dairies; further information will be sent as
each event gets closer. Regards NN (Nutty Noel) & NN (Notorious Neil)
John Moyle Field Day.
The field day is happening this year on the weekend of the 15th 16th March, and this
year the Bunya Mts, & the Darling Downs radio clubs are teaming up to have a shot at the
24hr stint from 1200hrs Sat to 1200hrs Sunday and they will be operating from the
Bowenville Reserve. about 30Klm east southeast of Dalby near Bowenville.
The plan is to camp on the Friday and Saturday nights so if you would like to be involved,
please contact either club for more info.
You would be most welcome
oooOOOooo

We tried various positions – round the back, on the side, up against a wall.
But in the end we came to the conclusion the bottom of the garden was the
only place for a good shed.
She stood before me, trembling in my shed.
“I’m yours for the night,” she gasped, “You can do whatever you want with
me.”
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So I took her to Bunning’s.
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High Altitude balloon flight
Most of you will be aware that the Balloonatics, ( no they are not Lunatics, but they
tried to get some gear a bit closer to the moon) were out and about on Saturday the 1st
February when they launched a balloon with some good gear hanging underneath it.
The launch site was a sporting ground in Dalby and the landing was in the scrub out near
Condamine. Check out the Club facebook page or go to this link below on YouTube for a
very good video docco on the event. The grapevine tells me that another launch is planned
for later this year so keep the ears & eyes peeled

The balloon just after launch
.

The view from just before balloon burst
oooOOOooo

Well we have all heard of the moonlight gambler, here we have the moonlight antenna
erecters
Rick VK4FRLJ is more than just an auto electrician
Club Netts
Bunya Mts & District AmCom Inc.

Each Sunday evening at 1930hrs we run an 80mt nett on 3.650 MHz.
If you have some time to spare on a Sunday evening, please call in and say hi, and join in the
different topics of discussion that arise from time to time. It is great to have our regulars on this
nett, but there are quite a few missing, So, the question. Where are you all.???
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An update on the IRLP & ECHOLINK Nodes.

Bunya Mts & District AmCom Inc

irlp node 6983 Echo link node now operating on VK4RET 2mt repeater and the reflectors
are now able to be used. The WIA news is now being broadcast on this repeater, and the
auto call-backs are also up and running, please be encouraged to drop your call sign in the
list.
Thanks to all.

Rick Lammas VK4NRL.
oooOOOooo
The Efficiencies, or rather the inefficiencies
of Lead acid batteries and solar panels.

OK folks we continue with this series.
In the October issue we looked at the charging of you faithful
deep cycle batteries. Now we will take a look at the discharging of these same batteries.
Ok we will imagine that the sun has gone down and there is no more charge current available from your bank
of solar panels. we will say that your system had little use this day, and the batteries were sitting on 14volts
while the charge was applied.. We mentioned in the last article that due to inefficiencies, there needs to be
some charge applied in order to maintain the 14volts, so when the charge is stopped totally, the terminal volts
will decline. Now with a battery in top condition and no load applied, the volts will drop reasonably quickly to
around the 13 volts, and from there it may take a few hours to drop down to what I would call it's settled volts.
once again this depends on condition of the battery, but this would be around the 12.5 to 12.8 volts.
Now when a load is applied to the battery, you will notice a drop in the terminal volts and this is mainly
dependent on two things, 1 the load, IE the amount of amps being drawn from the battery. and 2. the internal
resistance of the battery.
The higher the amps you draw the more the terminal volts will drop, so if the no load volts at the terminals
are say 12.7volts, and you put a 5 amp load on the battery, the terminal volts could drop to say 12.4 volts
(remember the theory of voltage drop across a resistor when current is flowing)
Now once the battery settles on the constant load the terminal volts will stay steady and very slowly reduce
as the battery uses up its capacity, then at the end, when the volts drop to around 11.8 volts, the battery will
start to drop the volts at an increasing rate. ( to lengthen the life of your battery, I would not recommend that
you allow the volts to drop much lower than 11.8 volts.
Now considering the battery capacity, 100ah, once again we come up against the inefficiencies of these
devices, and the amount of amp hours you achieve from your battery will be determined by the load. I will
make it clear at this stage to impress on you that you WILL NOT get the full 100ahs from the battery. the
amount of usable ahs is directly determined by the load applied.
OK some examples. Now remember these figures will vary with, age, condition, and quality of your battery
so these will be rough guidelines.
What is referred to as the 100hour rate, IE a 1 amp load for 100hrs. now with a battery in good condition the
best you will expect is about 80ahs at this rate of discharge.
then when we change to say a 5amp load, that is 5 times the previous example. In theory, with this battery
you should achieve 20hours with this load, which won't happen. so we consider the 80ah achieved with the
1map load and divide this by 5 and you would think it would be 16ahs, but NO. Because you have increased
the load, this will also increase the inefficiency. So with the 5 amp load the best you would hope for would be
around 12 hours at 5 amps.
Using a 10amp load, double the 5amp load and 10 times the 1amp load. In theory 10hours, using the
100hour rate 8 hours. in reality about 5 hours. I hope you see how the higher the current draw the greater the
inefficiency of your battery. So you really have to do your sums as to what sort on loads you will be running,
and for what time span in order to determine how many batteries you need in your back up power supply.
also remember that a deep cycle battery is not designed to operate like a car battery and deliver a high
current draw for a short period, rather they are designed for lighter loads over a longer period.
I would not recommend placing any greater load than 25% of the battery's rating on any deep cycle battery to
ensure a reasonable life span of your battery. this equates to 25 amps from a 100ah battery.
OK that might do for this month, until next time look after your batteries.
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Neil VK4NF..
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WIA Annual Conferrence
Yes folks, in May 2014 the Sunny Coast will be hosting the Annual Conference and annual
meeting. no doubt there will be more detailed information of the exact dates, and the venues that will
be used to facilitate this, and I am sure that Queensland clubs will be well represented at this event.
Remember that AR magazine is the WIA journal that is posted out to members each month,
if you are not a member of the institute, you can purchase a copy of this mag at your local newsagent.
Darling Downs Radio Club netts.
The club conducts two nets on a committed and regular basis.
1. A 2m net is conducted each Sunday morning at 10am after the news broadcast
. At 9:00am the WIA News re-broadcast following which a call-back which the node automatically records and
sends to the WIA.Then, at 10:00am, Please note: The IRLP and Echolink facilities will be shut down from
9:00am to the end of the WIA news and call-back, after which the IRLP and Echolink will be enabled. However,
if you wish to join the 10:00am net, you can call in on IRLP or EchoLink approximately 8 minutes before
10:00am, and join us on the net.
2. Each Saturday evening there is an 80m net on 3.587 MHz (+ or – QRM) commencing at 7:30pm and is
hosted by Theo Moller (VK4ESK). This net is also well attended by both local and interstate amateurs.
The Club has two repeaters, VHF and UHF, co-sited, and both employing the call sign vk4rdd.
The 2m repeater transmits on 146.750 MHz with standard 600 kHz offset.
IRLP is available on the 2m repeater. Node number is 6958. Connect: Use DTMF for the node number you
require. Disconnect: Use DTMF “73” EchoLink is also available on the 2m repeater. Node number is 69580
Connect: Use DTMF “star” and then the node number required. Disconnect: Use DTMF “73” only. [NB: No
“star” required
The Committee for the 2013 - 2014 period is:
President - David Curry - VK4SP Vice-President - Bill Main - VK4ZD
Treasurer - Kevin Crandell - VK4VKX Secretary - Terry Walters - VK4KTP
Steering Committee: Dougal Johnston - VK4EKA George Ferguson - VK4GSF
Rod Webb - VK4ZJ Wayne Richter - VK4ARW
Repeater Committee:
John Mondientz Terry Walters Rod Webb Wayne Richter
PO Box 3257 Village Fair Toowoomba 4350
Secretary: Terry Walters VK4KTP.
Web page: http://www.ddrci.webs.com
The club meets the second and fourth Mondays of each month
The Club meets at the Drayton Bowling Club, 44 Gipps street, Drayton.
All meetings start at 7:00pm sharp.
The second Monday is always a Management committee meeting, and is held each month.
The fourth Monday is usually a social and technical evening, with 2 exceptions:
1. In July this Monday is the Annual General Meeting of the club
2. In December there is no meeting on the fourth Monday.
A good way to support any of your radio clubs and its assets activities and projects is to become a financial
member. To find out how to do this, and obtain an application form. Please make contact with your club via
any of the avenues below.
Some folks do not wish to be members of a club, and that is quite understandable. Given this, the best way
to support you club is to make a financial donation. many thanks..
oooOOOooo

“For senior Hams – Special report based on recent research: :-) Ever walk into a room with some
purpose in mind, only to completely forget what that purpose was? Turns out, doors themselves
are to blame for these strange memory lapses. Psychologists at the University Of Notre Dame have
discovered that passing through a doorway triggers what is known as an Event Boundary in the
mind, separating one set of thoughts and memories from the next. Your brain files away the
thoughts you had in the previous room and prepares a blank slate for the new locale. Thank
goodness for studies like this. It’s not our age, it’s that damn door!”
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Bunya Mts & District AmCom Inc.
Meets on the first Saturday in February, May, August & November.
@ the MYCNC complex in Dalby, or at other venues decided @ previous meetings.
Postal address 15 Bunya Street Dalby Old 4405.
Postal Address
President:-------------Rick Lloyd Jones VK4FRLJ Ph 0457 349 920
15 Bunya Street
Vice President:------Richard Lammas VK4NRL Ph 0429 726 833
Dalby 4405
Secretary: --------------- Neil Holmes
VK4NF Ph 07 4662 4950 )
Email.
Treasurer: ---------------Neil Holmes
VK4NF Ph 07 4662 4950 ) Mob 0488 687 649.
vk4bad@wia.org.au Repeaters; - VHF 146.675. UHF 438.7 Co sited on the Bunya Mts.
bunyaamcom.org.au VHF 147/850mhz. UHF CH 7 CB Repeaters. New location to be revealed soon
The club's 2mt repeater on 146.675mhz is now back on air after a few problems, this repeater now
requires a 91.5hz access tone, this was required to stop some interference. also we now have an APRS
repeater operating on the Bunyas VK4RET-3 on 145.175mhz. please make use of this and let us have
feedback on how it goes.
The UHF repeater will be a while before it is back on air, we need to sort out an alternate power supply
before we can reinstate this facility.

Sunshine Coast Amateur Radio Club.
Contact: Secretary Warwick Marshallsea VK4NW SCARC, PO Box 7551, Sippy Downs, Qld. 4556. Email
warwickmar@hotmail.com
You may also contact Noel, VK4NL, who is the voice of SCARC to us on the Darling Downs,
on vk4nlnoel@gmail.com
80m net: Each Thursday evening, 7:30pm 3.660 MHz call-sign VK4WIS.
2m net: Each Sunday evening, 7:30pm via VK4WIS on 144.300 MHz, USB.
6m net: Each Friday evening, 7:30pm at VK4RSN on 53.700 MHz.
10m net: Each Wednesday evening, 7:30pm 28.70 MHz.
EchoLink Internet station is VK4WIS-R, and Node number is 306184. Available on
146.850 MHz and 146.825 MHz (linked
) IRLP Available o 438.075 MHz, with Node number 6564.

oooOOOooo
For sale, give away or wanted
FOR SALE: Uniden BC 350 A Frequency Scanner - AU $ 99.For sale is a used Uniden BC 350 A Frequency / Police Scanner. The scanner is in very good condition and works well to receive
local emergency / law informant services as well as 70 cm / 2 mt ham bands, UHF CB, airband etc. etc. Comes with power
supply, users manual and telescopic BNC antenna. Please contact Andy (VK4TH): hawat1@yahoo.com or mobile: 0438 444 218
if interested.

OFF-TOPIC: WANTED to rent or borrow: Astronomical Telescope
I have some overseas visitors coming to stay in Australia for a while. One of them is an Hobby-Astronomer and is particularly
interested in the night sky in the southern hemisphere. I wonder if some of you have - or know somebody who has - an
astronomical telescope which he is willingly to rent to me or let me borrow it for about 4 weeks ? Maybe one which is stored
away in the shed for a while due to a lack of interest / time ? Thanks in advance !

WANTED, DETAILS OF PRELOVED GEAR THAT NEEDS A NEW HOME
no I am not going to put the contact details here, U know where to find them. ED.
. Business conventions are important . . .
because they demonstrate how many people a company can
operate without.
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HMMM here is an interesting project, Neil VK4NJR has acquired this power supply
13.5 volts at 70amps had a couple of faults, working fine now. this might run a HF linear.

Answers to the exam questions. Q1. (B)

Q2 (C)

how did U go ???

Feedback please.

If you would like to add some copy for publication in the next issue of News In Brief,

please Email same to – holmzie@bigpond.com
Many thanks to all those who have contributed

oooOOOooo
Thought for the month.
Life as we know it on this earth equates to but a moment compared to eternity
Build your treasurers in heaven and don't focus on worldly wealth and possessions.

Until next time, enjoy your hobby.
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Neil Holmes VK4NF.---- Editor.
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