Bunya Mts & District AmCom Inc.
News in Brief.
Autumn 2016

From the Editor.

Hi folks, Yes I think it is autumn though I don't think we will include March in that.
While I recover from a right hip replacement, I may as well stuff around on this thing called
a computer.
Club meetings.
The next General meeting will be held on Saturday the 14th of May 2016. At the
MYCNC complex, Cnr of Drayton and Nicholson streets in Dalby. 0900hrs for smoko,
1000hrs for the meeting, lunch to follow. All visitors will be most welcome, as is all our
members. lots of things happening, and will be discussed, read on for more info. so come
along if you can, the famous BBQ will be happening for lunch, please let us know if you
are coming, to assist us with the catering.
Club Web Site.
Our Web Address is bunyaamcom.org.au Jump on there and check it out, if you find
something that needs changing, or you have some interesting info that should be up there,
please let us know so we can organize that.
Foundation licence course and Exams
Yes we held the event on the first weekend in March, the 5th & 6th at the MYCNC facility in
Dalby. we had 5 for the foundation course and exams, and 1 sat the standard exam.
unfortunately one candidate had to pull out due to other commitments, But we congratulate the
other four candidates who all passed with flying colours. Our candidate who sat the standard exam
missed out on the theory, but passed the regs and prac. he will try again later.

And we congratulate Bryce VK4FMBR pictured doing his Prac exam.
Also Daniel VK4VK4FSYR, Amanda VK4FAEK & Daniel VK4 FDTK.

PLEASE NOTE !!!!

Well Done folks.

There may be another license course weekend happening in either June or July.
HOWEVER !!! If you, or anyone you know is looking at doing the course, or exams. you
need to let John VK4TJ, vk4tj@hotmail.com know ASAP. This will be the last opportunity
this year, and things are changing, so, Time for action.
`
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Email:vk4nlnoel@gmail.com
http://vk4nl3.wix.com/noelsnuttycampers

CALENDAR FOR NOEL’S NUTTY
CAMPERS EVENTS - 2016
April 2016 - 21,22,23,24
Bjelke Petersen Dam – Wow, what a great camp this one was, with over 50
camping and a number of Day visitors on the Saturday. This camp took the place of
our usual April camp at Somerset dam, so thanks to all those who attended, and top
marks to Noel, VK4NL, Andy VK4TH and all those who helped to organise this
event. 69 sat down to dinner and wine tasting at one of the local wineries

The lucky winner of the first prize of the raffle
Jovial Jane, & Jolly Judi enjoying
Drawn at the Camp at B J Peterson Dam.
themselves at the Camp.
a Uniden Scanner donated by Andy VK4TH
Don't they look happy ED.
Neil VK4NF presents the prize to Daniel vk4fsyr.
Camps coming up.

July2016 - 21,22,23,24
Yarraman Caravan Park– Dog friendly - YES
OCTOBER -13,14,15,16
Toowoomba Show Grounds – Dog friendly - YES
Can you please mark off these dates in your dairies; further information will be sent as
each event gets closer. Regards NN (Nutty Noel
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. More Exam Questions.
1.

You can safely remove an unconscious person from contact with a high voltage source by:
A.
C.
D.

.

2.

You can pull an arm or a leg.
B. Calling an electrician.
Turning off the mains power, then removing the person.
Wrapping the person in a blanket and dragging to a safe place.

The Active wire in a three conductor single phase power lead is.
A. White. B. Green with yellow strip
C. Blue.
D. Brown.

Answers at the end of the rag. DON"T CHEAT!!!
Or I will jump out of your computer and rip your jolly arms off!!!
Repeater update.
Sorry folks, not a lot of joy to report re the 2mt repeater up on the Bunyas. despite
more efforts to try and filter out the interference, spending more time and money with this,
and the willing Indians are very few, we also have the ongoing challenge of dealing with
Government departments, but we will soldier on, and we will let everyone know if we do
have a break through sorting this problem.
The UHF repeater is working OK, though it's performance is down a bit due to the
poor excuse for an antenna that we have to use.
The local Dalby repeater VK4RED. is off air at present due to some problems, but
this should be sorted very soon.
Some good advice.
Life is too short to waste time hating anyone.
Your job won't take care of you when you are sick,
Your friends and parents will,
Stay in touch.
Fundraising.
Since I last wrote, we have run a few more sausage sizzles raising some badly
needed funds, due to a lack of available indians, these efforts are at a standstill at present,
we will discuss when the next event will happen at the club meeting on Saturday the 14th
May.
Club Netts.
Bunya Mts & District AmCom Inc.

Each Sunday evening at 1930hrs we run an 80mt nett on 3.650 MHz.
If you have some time to spare on a Sunday evening, please call in and say hi, and join in the
different topics of discussion that arise from time to time. It is great to have our regulars on this
nett, but there are quite a few missing, So, the question. Where are you all.???
The 2mt nett is on each Wednesday evenings at 1930 hrs on the Bunya Mts 2mt repeater.
146.675 megs please call in if you can, and join the conversation.
.
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The Efficiencies, or rather the inefficiencies
of Lead acid batteries and solar panels.
Ok, hi again folks, last issue, we started to look at the most over rated device of all, The solar
panel. we will now look at the performance of these devices.
If you have a look at any of the graphs on the inverters that are fitted to the grid connected
solar systems around the traps, you will note a big semicircle showing the charge over a typical day.
this indicates that the charge rate in the morning starts off very low, and gradually increases as the
sun gets higher in the sky. In fact, during a good sunny day, the generation peak goes for about 30 to
60 minutes. So the best time for charge is when the panels are square on to the sun's rays. this is why
the tracking systems enhance the amount of daily charge quite considerably. Solar panels perform
best in the mornings while they are still cool, as the day progresses, and the panels heat up, they lose
about 10% + of their efficiency. you will also notice that on a windy day, the panels will perform
better, as the wind is keeping them cooler.
Now because of all this, I have found that during the winter period, you can achieve better
charge rates than in the warmer months, providing you alter the angle of your panels to allow for the
lower angle of the sun. In winter, as soon as the sun rises, the rays hit the panels at a good angle to
immediately give a reasonable amount of charge, and the same in the evening, good charge is
achieved right up till almost sunset. during summer, when you have the panels lying fairly flat to
allow for the high angle of the sun, very little charge is achieved in the first couple of hours of Sunlight
because the sun is shining straight across the top of the panels. so it is really around the 7am before
you start to get some significant charge from your panels/ also consider the different ambient
temperatures from summer to winter.
OK, that might do for this round, next issue we will look at broken cloud and overcast days.
Neil Holmes VK4NF.
Darling Downs Radio Club netts.
The club conducts two nets on a committed and regular basis.
1. A 2m net is conducted each Sunday morning at 10am after the news broadcast
. At 9:00am the WIA News re-broadcast following which a call-back which the node automatically records and
sends to the WIA.Then, at 10:00am, Please note: The IRLP and Echolink facilities will be shut down from
9:00am to the end of the WIA news and call-back, after which the IRLP and Echolink will be enabled. However,
if you wish to join the 10:00am net, you can call in on IRLP or EchoLink approximately 8 minutes before
10:00am, and join us on the net.
2. Each Saturday evening there is an 80m net on 3.587 MHz (+ or – QRM) commencing at 7:30pm and is
hosted by Theo Moller (VK4ESK). This net is also well attended by both local and interstate amateurs.
The Club has two repeaters, VHF and UHF, co-sited, and both employing the call sign vk4rdd.
The 2m repeater transmits on 146.750 MHz with standard 600 kHz offset.
IRLP is available on the 2m repeater. Node number is 6958. Connect: Use DTMF for the node number you
require. Disconnect: Use DTMF “73” EchoLink is also available on the 2m repeater. Node number is 69580
Connect: Use DTMF “star” and then the node number required. Disconnect: Use DTMF “73” only. [NB: No
“star” required
To contact the DDRC.
The secretary,
PO Box 3257 Village Fair Toowoomba 4350
Web page: http://www.ddrci.webs.com has all the details.
The club meets the second and fourth Mondays of each month
The Club meets at the Drayton Bowling Club, 44 Gipps street, Drayton.
All meetings start at 7:00pm sharp.
The second Monday is always a Management committee meeting, and is held each month.
The fourth Monday is usually a social and technical evening, with 2 exceptions:
1. In July this Monday is the Annual General Meeting of the club
2. In December there is no meeting on the fourth Monday.
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A good way to support any of your radio clubs and its assets activities and projects is to become a financial
member. To find out how to do this, and obtain an application form. Please make contact with your club via
any of the avenues below.
Some folks do not wish to be members of a club, and that is quite understandable. Given this, the best way
to support you club is to make a financial donation. many thanks..

Bunya Mts & District AmCom Inc.
Meets on the first Saturday in February, May, August & November.
@ the MYCNC complex in Dalby, or at other venues decided @ previous meetings.
Postal Address
President:------------Reg Kerslake VK4AQU Ph 07 4662 4950
15 Bunya Street
Vice President:-----Peter Griffiths VK4POP Ph 07 4662 1509
Dalby 4405
Secretary: --------------- Neil Holmes
VK4NF Ph 07 4662 4950 )
Email.
Treasurer: --------------- Neil Holmes
VK4NF Ph 07 4662 4950 ) Mob 0488 687 649.
vk4bad@wia.org.au Repeaters; - VHF 146.675. UHF 438.7 Co sited on the Bunya Mts.
Website. bunyaamcom.org.au
VHF repeater located in Dalby 147/250mhz. positive offset.

A lady inserted an ad in the classifieds:
'Husband Wanted'.
Next day she received a hundred letters.
They all said the same thing:
'You can have mine.'
A little boy asked his father,
'Daddy, how much does it cost to get married?'
Father replied, 'I don't know son, I'm still paying.'
oooOOOooo
Sunshine Coast Amateur Radio Club.
Contact: Secretary Warwick Marshallsea VK4NW SCARC, PO Box 7551, Sippy Downs, Qld. 4556. Email
warwickmar@hotmail.com
You may also contact Noel, VK4NL, who is the voice of SCARC to us on the Darling Downs,
on vk4nlnoel@gmail.com
80m net: Each Thursday evening, 7:30pm 3.660 MHz call-sign VK4WIS.
2m net: Each Sunday evening, 7:30pm via VK4WIS on 144.300 MHz, USB.
6m net: Each Friday evening, 7:30pm at VK4RSN on 53.700 MHz.
10m net: Each Wednesday evening, 7:30pm 28.70 MHz.
EchoLink Internet station is VK4WIS-R, and Node number is 306184. Available on
146.850 MHz and 146.825 MHz (linked
) IRLP Available o 438.075 MHz, with Node number 6564.

oooOOOooo
For sale, give away or wanted
WANTED, DETAILS OF PRELOVED GEAR THAT NEEDS A NEW HOME
no I am not going to put the contact details here, U know where to find them. ED.
Pre order your Dual band J pole antenna, Just $50 + freight if applicable.
Phone Neil VK4NF 0488 687 649, or email holmzie@bigpond.com.
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Our new foundation licensees are looking for suitable equipment to help them be on air, so
if you have any surplus gear, that would be suitable, please send details, prices etc. and
we will pass this info on.

Answers to the exam questions. Q1. (C)

Q2 (D)

how did U go ???

Feedback please.

If you would like to add some copy for publication in the next issue of News In Brief,

please Email same to – holmzie@bigpond.com
Many thanks to all those who have contributed

Until next time, enjoy your hobby.

Neil Holmes VK4NF.---- Editor.

The Ten Commandments for Technicians
[1]Beware the lightning that lurketh in the un-discharged capacitor, lest it cause thee to bounce upon
thy buttocks in a most untechnician-like manner.
[2]Cause thou the switch that supplieth large quantities of juice to be opened and thusly tagged, that
thy days in this earthly vale of tears be long.
[3]Prove to thyself that all circuits that radiateth and upon which thou worketh are grounded and
thusly tagged lest they cause thee to make like a radiator, too.
[4]Tarry not amongst those fools that engageth in intentional shocks, for surely they are non-believers
and are not long for this world.
[5]Take care that thou useth the proper method when thou takest the measure of a high voltage
circuit lest thou incinerate both thyself and thy meter, for thine meter has an asset number, and must
verily be accounted for.
[6]Take care thou tampereth not with safety devices and interlocks, for this incureth the wrath of thy
supervisor and bringeth the fury of the safety inspector upon thy head and shoulders.
[7]Work thou not on energized equipment, for if thou dost, thy fellow workers will surely buy beers for
thy widow and console her in other ways.
[8]Service thou not equipment alone, for electrical cooking is a slothful process and thou wilst sizzle in
thine own juices until thy Maker sees fit to end thy misery.
[9]Trifle thou not with radioactive tubes and substances lest thou commence to glow like unto a
lightning bug and thy wife have no further use for thee except thy wages.
[10]Thou shalt not make unauthorized modifications to equipment, but causeth thou to be recorded all
field changes and authorized modifications made by thee lest thy successor tear his hair out and go
slowly mad in his attempt to decide what manner of creature hath made a nest in the wiring of such
equipment.

I dunno, does this add up ????
The owner of a golf course on the Gold Coast was confused about paying an invoice, so
he decided to ask his secretary for some mathematical help.
He called her into his office and said, “You graduated from the University of
Queensland and I need some help. If I was to give you $20,000, minus 14%, how much
would you take off?”
The secretary thought a moment, and then replied, “Everything but my earrings.”
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